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OVERSTAYERS
There is an express obligation under the Immigration Act 2009 for all 
unlawful persons to leave New Zealand. The legal obligation to leave New 
Zealand before a temporary visa expires is clearly communicated on visas.  

People who are overstayers, regardless of nationality, must appreciate that if there are no special 
circumstances that call for the grant of a visa they are expected to leave New Zealand, or face deportation.  

In 2013/14, INZ deported 660 people whose visas had expired and were unlawfully in New Zealand, or who 
had committed offences and were deported directly from prison.

We encourage people who are unlawfully in New Zealand to contact Immigration New Zealand to discuss 
their circumstances and determine what the best option is for them. They can contact us on our free phone 
0508 55 88 55.

If an individual has any information about the whereabouts of people unlawfully in New Zealand we 
encourage them to contact us.

Immigration New Zealand is grateful for the public’s assistance in helping to locate anyone unlawfully in 
New Zealand.
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